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to retain as many of our talented and passionate teachers as possible, and to ensure that their 
knowledge, training, and skills continue to serve Pasadena Unified students. Although we have 
not yet reached agreement with our labor partners on teacher retirement incentives, we remain 
hopeful that a  compromise can be reached in time to recall teachers and other staff who are 
receiving reduction-in-force notices. 

We have made great progress in addressing our budget shortfall, but there is more work ahead. 
Statewide, large increases in pension and health care costs are expected to continue, Special 
Education remains underfunded despite federal mandates, and state funding is expected to 
remain flat. If nothing changes in the way we are funded, by 2019-20, our District is projected to 
make further reductions of approximately $8 million in 2019-20.  Additional reductions will also 
need to be made to maintain solvency in 2020-21 and our District’s 2018-19 budget adoption 
this June will include those discussions. 

We are getting through these current fiscal challenges. The Pasadena Unified team is made up 
of smart, passionate, and extraordinarily dedicated individuals who make a positive impact on 
the lives of our students every day. Together, we’re tackling our fiscal challenges and are 
emerging more accountable and better equipped to continue delivering quality academic 
programs that serve our students well. 

 

With appreciation,  

 

Brian McDonald, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 


